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London  
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Planning
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simon.davis@gva.co.uk

Deborah Marriage – 020 7911 2241
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Aimee Cannon – 020 7911 2143
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Consulting
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nigel.mills@gva.co.uk        

Peter Sharp – 020 7911 2201
peter.sharp@gva.co.uk

Cherise Smith – 020 7911 2218
cherise.smith@gva.co.uk

Leeds

John Anderson – 0113 280 8032
John.anderson@gva.co.uk

Rachel Whaley – 0113 280 8081
rachel.whaley@gva.co.uk

David Sweeting – 0113 280 8027
david.sweeting@gva.co.uk

Manchester 

Andrew Moore – 0161 956 4024
Andrew.moore@gva.co.uk

Cardiff

Peter Constantine – 0292 024 8932
peter.constantine@gva.co.uk
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What we do

GVA Humberts Leisure is the specialist 
tourism and leisure advisory arm of 
GVA, one of the UK’s top property 
consultancies. With twelve offices 
covering the whole of the UK, GVA 
Humberts Leisure has the capability 
to provide the full range of property 
advisory services to the leisure business 
across the regions.

Our specialist planning and consultancy 
services team deals exclusively in  
leisure and holiday property with 
extensive experience in the provision 
of tourism, leisure, sport and recreation 
services, including:

Accommodation capacity studies

Business plans 

Development option appraisals 

Economic impact studies

Feasibility studies 

Market appraisals

Need assessments

Planning appraisals and development 
strategy

Planning applications

Planning appeals and expert witness 

Regeneration masterplans 

Viability and non-viability assessments

Our Planning and Consulting team is here to help you add value 
to your tourism and leisure property. Through our combined skills 
we can help you obtain planning permission and development 
funding to extend your property, extend its season of operation, 
improve the offer or change the use to address higher value or 
growing markets. 

Although we have an excellent record in co-ordinating and 
providing expert witness to win planning appeals, we always try 
to save you the greater expense of an appeal. We do this by 
working with local authority planning officers and co-ordinating 
in-house and external expertise to bring together a planning 
application with all the supporting documentation required. 
This helps officers to fully understand the application and 
recommend approval. 

Adding value Saving money

Our experience
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GVA Humberts Leisure 
is a leading adviser to 
the public and private 
sector in the planning 
and development of 
hotels and other serviced 
accommodation.
Recent highlights have included planning 
permission, need and viability assessment 
for a 95 bedroom hotel, spa and gym 
facilities in the gardens of a listed building 
and golf course in the Hertfordshire Green 
Belt; visitor accommodation capacity 
studies and planning policy advice to 
inform the Local Development Frameworks 
of a large number of local planning 
authorities including Blackpool, Colchester 
and North East Lincolnshire; an assessment 
of the viability of returning a building to 
hotel use in Rochester; a business plan and 
detailed economic impact assessment 
of a proposed hotel and conference 
complex in St Albans; and a feasibility and 
evaluation of converting a Grade II Listed 
building in the City of London into either a 
luxury hotel and/or serviced apartments.

Medway Manor Hotel, Rochester

Financial assessment of the 
viability of returning a building to 
hotel use

Proposed Hotel Complex, St Albans

Business plan and economic 
impact assessment

Colchester

Hotel demand and capacity 
study for Colchester Borough 
Council LDF

City of London

Luxury hotel and serviced 
apartments feasibility

Hertfordshire Golf Club

Planning application, market and financial appraisal 

Hotels



Northern England

Market and viability of proposed 
new holiday centre and leisure 
complex

Withernsea Holiday Park,  
East Riding

Planning application for 170 
holiday caravans for Park Resorts

Camber Sands Holiday Park, 
Sussex

Planning permission to replace 
chalets with 128 static caravans

Landguard Holiday Park,  
Isle of Wight

Permission for 54 static caravans 
for Park Resorts

Blackwood

Planning Permission for 60 cabins for Forest Holidays 

Holiday parks 

Dobbs Weir, Lee Valley Regional Park

Market, Planning and Financial Appraisal for 200-plus pitch Holiday Park

GVA Humberts Leisure 
has unrivalled experience 
in the planning and 
development of touring 
and static caravan 
parks. We are retained as 
national advisers to the 
British Holiday and Home 
Parks Association the main 
trade organisation for the 
holiday parks industry.
Recent successes include a market, 
planning, and financial options appraisal 
for a 200-plus pitch holiday park proposal 
in the Lee Valley Regional Park; a market 
appraisal for a major new holiday centre 
proposal in north England; planning for 170 
static holiday caravans at Withernsea on 
the Yorkshire coast after full consideration 
of coastal erosion issues, and with an 
economic impact assessment prepared 
by our Consulting team; planning for 128 
static holiday caravans to replace out-dated 
chalets at Camber Sands in Sussex after 
consideration of coastal flooding issues; and 
planning for 54 static caravans and holiday 
lodges at Landguard Holiday Park on the 
Isle of Wight supported by extensive tree 
protection and landscaping measures.

Our experience



Brackenborough Lawn

Permission for 138 timber cabins 
for Tanglewood Leisure

Tavistock

Tourism need, economic impact 
and expert witness for 52 Holiday 
Lodges

Copse Cottage, Lower Hyde 
Holiday Park

Permission for 26 holiday cottages 
for Park Resorts Council LDF

Coopers Beach Holiday Park

Permission for 60 holiday cottages 
for Park Resorts

Blackwood

Planning Permission for 60 cabins for Forest Holidays 

Recent highlights have included planning 
permission for 60 timber holiday cabins to 
be sensitively located within in a designated 
Ancient Woodland and Site of Special 
Scientific Interest in north Hampshire 
supported by a full Environmental Impact 
Assessment; and planning permission for 138 
timber holiday cabins in the gardens of a 
manor house close to the Lincolnshire Wolds. 
Both these applications were supported 
by tourism need and economic impact 
assessments prepared by our Consulting 
team, who also prepared a tourism need 
and economic impact assessment and 
provided expert witness in support of an 
application for 52 holiday lodges which 
were approved by an appeal inspector at 
Tavistock in Devon. 

Applications for holiday lodges and cabins 
have been part of a trend to improve the 
quality of holiday accommodation available 
to the growing domestic holiday market 
and increasingly we are being called upon 
to advise on the market and planning for 
even higher quality holiday cottages. Recent 
successes include permission for 26 holiday 
cottages on the Isle of Wight and 60 holiday 
cottages on Mersea Island, both on behalf 
of major holiday park operator Park Resorts.

Lodges and cottages

GVA Humberts Leisure leads the market in the provision 
of planning and development advice for luxury holiday 
cabins, lodges and cottages.
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GVA Humberts Leisure 
has unrivalled experience 
in the planning and 
development of visitor 
attractions.

Recent highlights have included planning 
for improvements to Horton Park Children’s 
Farm attraction including major new 
outdoor play equipment and the doubling 
in size of a play barn in the Green Belt; 
market appraisals and financial business 
plans to turn the Council owned Haigh Hall 
and Walton Hall Estates into sustainable 
parkland facilities for visitors and local 
communities alike; and an options appraisal 
assessing the future visitor demand potential 
of two country parks in Essex. 

Horton Park Children’s Farm, 
Epsom

Green Belt planning application

Walton Hall & Gardens

Development options appraisal 
for Warrington Council

Hop Farm, Kent 

Tourism market assessment 

Fairlop Waters & Hainault Forest 
Country Parks, Essex

Visitor demand appraisal for 
London Borough of Redbridge

Haigh Hall 

Business Plan for Wigan Council

Visitor attractions
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Barry Island

Development site options 
appraisal for Vale of Glamorgan 
Council    

Skegness, Southern Foreshore 

Destination development options 
appraisal for East Lindsey District 
Council

Boscombe Pier and Overstrand 
Complex

Development options appraisal 
for Bournemouth Borough Council 

North Bay, Scarborough

Development options and site 
marketing for Scarborough 
Borough Council

Herne Bay, Kent

Pier development options appraisal for Canterbury City Council, and seafront 
regeneration masterplan for Tourism South East

Coastal regeneration 

GVA Humberts Leisure 
is a key adviser to 
the public sector on 
seaside regeneration, 
including the restoration 
of piers, advice on key 
development sites and 
opportunities, as well as 
the preparation of seafront 
regeneration masterplans. 
Recent successes include a development 
options appraisal to advise on the potential 
tourism uses for Herne Bay Pier following 
the scheduled closure and removal of 
the current leisure centre; a subsequent 
regeneration masterplan for the whole of 
Herne Bay Seafront; an options appraisal 
to identify the market for the best use of a 
former Butlin’s site on Barry Island; an options 
appraisal to determine the best mix of uses 
to create a new image-changing visitor 
destination at Skegness Foreshore; market 
and development advice on the restoration 
of Boscombe Pier and Overstrand (chalets); 
and advice on the most appropriate mix 
of uses for a major new visitor destination 
development at Scarborough, and 
subsequent marketing to developers.
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